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(p. 109) amounted to a distinct refusal to show her hand.
On these occasions, when we consider the imperious cha-
racter of Elizabeth and the critical nature of the times, it
will be allowed that the House displayed some boldness and
the queen an exemplary patience. But when in 1566
Parliament manifested its intention to persist in putting
pressure on her, she could bear it no longer. She began
by intimating her dislike of their proceedings, and finding
her hints disregarded, she peremptorily stopped the debate
(p. 118). It was in vain that Paul Wentworth raised the
question of privilege. The queen had the good sense to
revoke her formal prohibition, but her displeasure was so
strongly expressed that the matter was allowed to drop.
At the close of the session the Commons received a severe
scolding from the^ sovereign in person for their inopportune
and hazardous persistence \

The middle period of the reign, as it was the most critical
for the safety of the country, was also that in which liberty
of speech was most likely to be restrained. At the opening
of Parliament in 1571, the Lord Keeper, after indicating the
subjects which required attention, took occasion, in answer
to the Speaker's request for privileges, to intimate plainly
(p. 119) that the House would not be allowed to stray beyond
these bounds. The threat was followed by the inhibition of
Mr Strickland, who had ventured to move for a committee
on ecclesiastical matters and subsequently to introduce a
bill 'for the reformation of the Book of Common Prayer.'
This high-handed act aroused so much resentment (p. r 19)
that Strickland was allowed to return to his place, but the
queen had her way with respect to the bill, In the same
session another member, Mr Bell, who had called attention
to the ab.use of licenses, was summoned before the Council and
reprimanded2, while a bill of attainder which was being
prepared against Mary Queen of Scots was stayed by order
of the crown. The Lord Keeper wound up the session with

1 D'Ewes* Journals, p. 116.                    a 2b., p. 242.